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Some features of conjunctival disorders seen in slit lump
or during examination with side illumination may be
specific for various types of conjunctival disorders. They
include:

CONJUNCTIVAL HYPEREMIA

Itis produced by dilation of blood vessels and is
classified as superficial (Fig. 53.1) (dilation of conjunctival
vessels seen as a reddish flush of the conjunctiva) and
deep (dilation of ciliary of episcleral vessels seen as a
bluish subconjunctival flush). Superficial hyperemia
disappears after instillation of phenylephrine drops or
touching with glass rod. The extent and location of
conjunctival hyperemia depends on underlying
pathology. Diffuse, superficial hyperemia of both the
bulbar and tarsal conjunctivac is typical of conjunctivitis
(Fig, 53.2). It is usually the most pronounced in viral
conjunctivitis. Circumcorneal conjunctival hyperemia of
deep vessels that extend 1 103 mm out from the limbus,
without significant hyperemia of the bulbar superficial
conjunctival vessels is scen in iritis and acute glaucoma.
Diffuse or circumscribed areas of both superficial and
deep hyperemia involving 20 to 100% of the bulbar
conjunctiva without hyperemia of the tarsal conjunctiva
is typical of episcleritis and scleritis
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Fig. 53.2: Signifcant conjuncival hyperemia i epidemic
kerataconjunciivis




